
w i n t e r 2 0 1 0 / V O L U M E 1 5 / I S S U E 1

  he interaction between educators,
students and residents is often a less
visible but vitally important element
that adds to the richness and depth of
life at Elim Village. The village offers
an ideal environment to experience
the “senior angle” for anyone
interested in working in the field of
nursing, recreation or other aspects of
seniors’ care.

Last fall alone, at least a dozen students
blessed the village with their presence:

• Four students from local high
schools volunteer 2–3 community
service hours per week throughout
the school year.

• Six students from Trinity Western
University spent six-week rotat-
ions doing community nursing
assessments identifying the
strengths of the Emerald.

• Four students taking a community
nursing course at Douglas College
spent one day for 12 weeks at
the Emerald.

This winter, in addition to more
nursing students, 18 students from the
Kwantlen University Gerontology-
Based Therapeutic Recreation

 “It is very exciting
and energizing for
our staff to share
their workplace

and experience with
students who do
their practicum
at the Emerald.

It generates
a tremendous

learning opportunity
for both sides
and provides

   community exposure.”

Marian Heemskerk
~ Manager of Care ~

“Thank you so much
for having us at Elim.

The staff put their hearts
and souls into creating

this wonderful place
for residents.

I will never forget
how you welcomed us
to Elim Village and
how you made us
feel like family.

From the bottom
of my heart,

   thank you again.”

~ Third year
 Douglas College

     nursing student ~

Elim PRovides Perfect Training Ground

A  n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  f r i e n d s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  E l i m  V i l l a g e  ~  a  C h r i s t i a n  c a m p u s - o f - c a r e  c o m m u n i t y

T

he full campus-of-care model at Elim provides an abundance of service hours
and practicum opportunities for students

T

PERSPECTIVES Programme will be doing a practicum
at the Harrison. A student from the
Vancouver Art Therapy Institute will
be at the Emerald. High school
students will continue with their
service hours.

Faith Richardson, assistant professor
of the TWU School of nursing and
member of Elim’s Care Committee,
has not only been arranging TWU
student nurse practicums at Elim for
the past five years, but she is also
doing her own doctoral dissertation
research at Elim.

In providing endless learning
opportunities, Elim Village is
privileged to host such a variety of
students. The residents and staff in
this community expose them to all
angles of seniors’ issues and help them
prepare for careers as health care
professionals.  

Some young students simply volunteer
their time, but they also experience

Elim as an educational setting.



     lim offers a full campus of care; therefore, the pastoral
care ministry has expanded its mission to include
support for those who are struggling with grief and
loss. The ministry faces the challenge of providing
on-going support for residents, staff, individuals and
families working through these issues. This new
program will also stretch beyond village borders.

Within Elim and as part of its on-going training,
the Volunteer Pastoral Care Team is now embarking
on a series of ten sessions that deal with grief and
loss from a Biblical perspective. Team members will
be more equipped to assist residents and families.

Extending beyond village borders and starting in
January 2010, Pastor Gordon Fryer will be facilitating
a grief recovery support group at Elim Village.
Meetings will include guest speakers from other
establishments who can offer professional insights,
and there will be time for sharing and discussion.

This group is intended for the general public, as well
as Elim residents, staff and families. Everyone is
welcome to attend. In this way the Elim community
would like to reach out to embrace all those who are
struggling with grief and loss.

Grief and Loss Recovery Support Group
based at Elim Village

Everyone is welcome.

Contact Pastor Gordon Fryer
604-808-0351

  ollowing ten years of faithful work at Elim Village,
Ms. Gail Bowers retired from work at Elim on
December 31, 2009. We are thankful for her steadfast
enthusiasm and dedication to Elim for so many
years, as she worked to help build Elim from the
ground up. She was the only staff member who
had met all the residents over the years. Ms. Bowers’
responsibilities have been absorbed by the marketing
and administration offices.

“The last ten years have flown by as I worked with
staff, volunteers and residents in a team effort to
launch Elim Village. It has been rewarding and fun
and I want to thank you all for the privilege of
being part of the team. I am moving on now to
pursue other avenues in property management, but
my prayers for Elim and for you will continue.
I will miss you all. Farewell for now.” ~ Gail Bowers

If you would like more information, please contact us:

Office: 9067 - 160 Street, Surrey, BC V4N 2X7    Phone: 604.583.3546
Presentation Center: 9089 - 160th Street, Surrey, BC   Phone:  604.582.5579
Website:  www.ElimVillage.com    Email: Info@ElimVillage.com

ELIM HOUSING SOCIETY
ELIM CHRISTIAN CARE SOCIETY

THE ELIM FOUNDATION

Pastoral Care  Expands Its
Ministry  Beyond Elim

Elim Village, a Christian campus-of-care community,
offers a variety of housing and care services in an atmosphere
of love and respect. It is jointly operated by:
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Good-Bye and “Thank-you”
To A Ten Year Veteran

Gail Bowers waves “good-bye” as she leaves her office for the last
time and heads off to new adventures.


