A newsletter for friends and supporters of Elim Village ~ a Christian campus-of-care community

A NEW \WoRLD Opens Up to Residents

Elim’s investment in a mini-bus greatly enhances life in the village.
Special outings and even simple scenic drives bring much joy to many residents.

PERSPECTIVES

“I’ve had two different
drivers and | felt
comfortable and safe
each time.

The scenic drives
are great because
we go to places
I’ve never seen before.”
~ Resident ~
Dell Lawrence

“Apart from the fact
that the bus is ‘ours’,
it’s wonderful
not to have to wait
out in the cold
to be picked up
from a trip
to the mall.”
~ Resident ~
Maud Robinson

A big white vehicle rolled into Elim
Village one morning last summer.
Most staff and residents didn’t even
see it at first, but excited recreation
staff ran outside to meet it because
they knew the long awaited mini-bus
had arrived. Purchased by Elim
Christian Care Society, the bus can
hold up to 19 passengers, including
four persons using wheelchairs. It will
primarily serve the Emerald (assisted
living) and Harrison (residential care)
residents, some who otherwise would
have no opportunity to venture out.

After receiving thorough training in
operational and safety aspects,
recreation staff drivers prepared for
the first run. Residents who were the
first to move into the Harrison back in
January felt honored to be part of the
inaugural trip. “After much excitement,
we had residents safely on board.
Pastor Gordon came on to say a prayer
for our journey and to pray for me, the
driver!” said Jeanne Sommerfield,
Wellness Coordinator. “l never had

anyone pray aloud for me as a driver,
but | sure appreciated it.” A bus full
of excited residents and recreation
aides took a scenic drive through
Surrey and Langley.

A week later Emerald residents took
their first bus adventure and went
shopping in White Rock. Before the
loaded bus left Elim, Pastor Gordon
boarded it and asked for a blessing
on this first trip for Emerald
residents. He thanked the Lord for the
bus and also prayed for the driver,
who this time was Jessica Baker, the
Recreation Coordinator.

After the prayer, one passenger
remarked, “If he has to pray for the
driver, he hasn’t much faith in her
driving skills!” Everyone, including
Pastor Gordon, laughed. Bubbling
with enthusiasm, residents set off for
their shopping trip.

Since then the bus has logged many
kilometers and enriched the lives of
Elim residents. May the various
drivers and passengers carry on with
their adventures in joy and safety.

Delighted residents venture out in Elim’s
new mini-bus.




New Benches DRaw Residents
QOut to Socialize

Benches function as gathering places and much
needed rest stops, and are a welcome addition to the
grounds of Elim Village. This past spring the long
awaited benches, 25 in all, arrived and have since
been strategically placed throughout the complex.

For many residents, strolling around the village
posed some problems as it was simply too long
of a walk without places to rest. Since the installation
of the benches, the number of residents venturing
out for walks has increased greatly, especially drawing
out Emerald residents. Undoubtedly, all residents
appreciate the practical aspects and social benefits
associated with these benches. Especially when
the weather allows, they are yet another place to
meet with family and visit with others who call this
village home.

(Elim also offers the option of reserving a bench as
a memorial. For more information, please contact
Terry-Lynn Dryfhout at 604.583.3546 or at
tid@elimvillage.com)

With swaying ornamental grasses and the lower pond as a back drop,
this bench entices all generations to pause for rest and reflection.

Discover Elim
From ANew Angle

Elim Housing Society added an exciting new feature
to its website: Photo Stories. The new button launches
the web audience into a colorful close-up of life at
Elim Village through a series of recent photographs.

In this photo gallery, explore the beautiful gardens
of Elim. Find out what that experimental “Enchanted
Evening” was all about. Follow residents and staff
on their adventures in the new bus. Keep updated
on the pictorial version of news from Elim.

Updated frequently, this photo alboum displays
pictures from special events and also highlights
unique snippets of daily life that gives Elim Village
its unique and vital character. Check “Photo Stories”
often and soon you’ll “see” what it is that attracts
people to Elim.

Online at www.ElimVillage.ca

Elim Flourishes
Despite The Economy

Elim Village continues to experience a high occupancy
rate, despite the difficult economic times. The
independent living units are fully occupied and there
is a waiting list for the next building. Construction
should start on that next spring.

The Emerald (assisted living) is full and also has a
waiting list. At the Harrison (residential care) the
Fraser Health (funded) rooms have been filled but a
limited number of private pay rooms are still available.

Elim continues to be blessed with a near full house.

Elim Village, a Christian campus-of-care community,

offers a variety of housing and care services in an atmosphere

of love and respect. It is jointly operated by:

ELIM HOUSING SOCIETY
ELIM CHRISTIAN CARE SOCIETY
THE ELIM FOUNDATION
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If you would like more information, please contact us:

Office: 9067 - 160 Street, Surrey, BC V4N 2X7 Phone: 604.583.3546
Presentation Center: 9089 - 160th Street, Surrey, BC Phone: 604.582.5579
Website: www.ElimVillage.com Email: Info@ElimVillage.com



