
  
 

“Then they came to Elim where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, 
so they camped there by the waters.” Exodus 15:27 (NKJ) 

 

Elim Village Voice 
A newsletter by the residents and for the residents of Elim Village —  
a Christian retirement community 

March  2010                                   Volume 10 Issue 3 

Harrison Celebrates First Anniversary 

To see this special banner and other 
pictures in full colour, click the 

“Photo Stories” button online at:  
 
 

ElimVillage.com 

   “Time passes so much more quickly at Elim because 
there are so many things to do,” remarked a resident. 
Many others can attest to this phenomenon. It also 
holds true for the residents and staff at the Harrison 
(residential care) who had a lively party on January 28 
to celebrate its first anniversary.  
   Recreation staff were prepared, but the anniversary 
snuck up on the rest of the villagers and they were 
surprised to be invited for coffee and cake to  
acknowledge the milestone. Had it already been a year 
since the Harrison welcomed its first four residents?  
   Harrison residents had their own party that after-
noon. Many residents joined by family members gath-
ered to celebrate in one of the larger neighbourhoods. 
They took ownership of the party as its own choir sang 
some folk tunes and had everyone joining in at the end 
for a resounding rendition of “Amen”. Then residents 
enjoyed refreshments and spent time socializing while 
listening to music and posing for pictures. 
   Amid the festive balloons, colorful banners added 
brightness to the décor. Earlier in the week residents of 
some neighbourhoods had traced the outline of their 
hands onto material and cut out the felt.  The colourful 
pieces were arranged into a collage that looked like 
growing plants, symbolizing the contribution that each 
resident makes to life at the Harrison and to the com-
munity of Elim. 
   As the Harrison moves into its second year, growth  
in relationships continue. Neighbours become friends, 
transforming the building into a home.  

The Harrison choir meets every week and 
graced the anniversary party with a special 
performance. 

In time each neighbourhood will display a 
banner symbolizing the contribution of each 
resident. 

Everyone enjoys a 
good party! 

We Need A Little Help From Our Friends...We Need A Little Help From Our Friends...We Need A Little Help From Our Friends...We Need A Little Help From Our Friends...    
    

   The pastoral care ministry needs shuttle drivers to take residents from 
the Emerald to the Oasis and back again on concert evenings.  
   And...if you are looking for a low-energy way to contribute some time 
to this community, volunteers are needed to help Harrison residents find 
hymn pages at the 1:30 p.m. worship services on Sundays. If you can 
help, please call Terri-Anne at 604-589-7976. 



 

 
In Short ...In Short ...In Short ...In Short ...    

Time to BloomTime to BloomTime to BloomTime to Bloom    
Spring is almost here and the 
summer is coming. As in other 
years, the Garden Committee 
will offer bulk purchase of bed-
ding plants. Sometime during 
March order forms will be avail-
able at the bulletin boards or 
from any committee member. 
Plants will be delivered the 
week prior to Victoria Day.  
 
Tunnel ChallengeTunnel ChallengeTunnel ChallengeTunnel Challenge    
The tunnel between the Atlin 
and Carmanah needs a lift. Since 
it’s a cosmetic procedure, the 
facilities department will supply 
the paint but residents must 
provide the muscle. If you feel 
like flexing some, call  them at 
604-583-3546 ext. 4033.  
   
Elim Insert in BCCNElim Insert in BCCNElim Insert in BCCNElim Insert in BCCN    
Elim Housing has published its 
annual insert in the March issue 
of the BC Christian News. Extra 
copies of the inserts are avail-
able in all the lobbies. 
 
Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
in the Oasisin the Oasisin the Oasisin the Oasis    
 

Village Hymn Sing 
Saturday, March 20 at 7 p.m. 

 
The Heritage Singers 
Sunday, March 21 at 7 p.m.   
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In Loving MemoryIn Loving MemoryIn Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory    
 

The Diamond: 

    Hank Oldejans: 1933 - 2010 
 

The Harrison: 

   Siegfried Frambach:  1915 -2010 

   Rita Hedia: 1931 - 2010 

   Allan McGifford: 1918 - 2010 

   Patricia Voykin: 1927 - 2010 

   Jessie Watson: 1922 - 2010 

Therapeutic Garden Fundraising Update 
   The therapeutic garden project for the Harrison was the brainchild of Elim’s  
resident Garden Committee. Prior to the official campaign, the committee had 
already raised $2,780. In early February they distributed the garden proposal, 
and in the first three weeks of the fundraising campaign residents have 
already contributed another $6,880. This puts the total so far at $9,660.   
  The committee is encouraged by the response and wishes to emphasize:  
♦ For many Harrison residents, the therapeutic garden is the only opportu-

nity left for them to enjoy the outdoors, see year-round color, hear the 
sounds of a fountain, smell the herbs, touch the dirt in raised garden beds, 
and simply absorb the beauty and tranquility of nature.  

♦ Harrison residents face significant and sometimes overwhelming health 
challenges and we as a community sometimes feel at a loss about how to 
help. By giving them this garden as a gift, we embrace them and show in a 
tangible way how the residents at Elim care for each other, no matter where 
they live in the village. 

    The Elim Foundation is also showing support for this resident-initiated 
project by matching contributions. As the fundraising carries on towards its 
total goal of $50,000 the Garden Committee thanks all those who show so 
much love and support in this community.  

From Elim Housing Society 
 

   We continue to work with the City of Surrey in preparing for our next build-
ing which will be located along 160 Street.  It appears at times to be a long 
process but we are making progress. The anticipated time for the start of the 
building is currently the beginning of July. We hope to move forward as 
quickly as possible as we have a growing waiting list for independent units. 
   The Harrison is almost full as we have 112 residents living here. The Emerald 
has received the Seal of Approval from the BC Seniors Living Association for 
meeting the high standards of the association. Congratulations to Marian 
Heemskerk for her leadership in accomplishing this with her team of workers.      
   The Health and Wellness program of the village continues to serve residents 
and an insert for residents, which describes the work of the staff located in the 
Oasis, is included in this newsletter.     
   God is faithful as we carry out the vision to serve Him in this community. 

Elim Garage Sale - June 4 - 5 
   The freshly baked bread 
is just a prop, but every-
thing else in the picture is 
a small part of the moun-
tain of treasures for the 
June garage sale. More 
things than expected have 
already been donated so 
volunteers are needed 
now to help keep the 
treasures in the storage 
area organized and to 
start pricing. If you can 
help or have something to 
donate, call Richard or 
Betty at 778-395-6693.  Did you come to Elim to retire? Not so fast… 


